148        XKe Science of Happiness

has, as its corollary, mitigated equality in life.
The unfortunate strugglers must be assured the
bread necessary for their bodies and the intellectual
nourishment required for their souls.

The emancipation of the destitute is forced upon
and is sought in all countries. All men cannot
be made rich. The poor will continue to exist.
There will be poor men, because there will be rich
ones. But we are poor only by comparison with
those who have more than we possess. Absolute
equality, perhaps, will never exist except in the
brains of incorrigible Utopians or of demagogues
jeering at their neighbours.

The most certain thing is that, in the society
of the future, with its obligatory pensions for the
aged, the unemployed, and the infirm, with the
free schools and the abolition of privileges, there
will doubtless no longer be destitute persons in
the true meaning of the word. The case of the
poor, that is, of persons deprived of fortune,
though having an assured living, will undoubtedly
persist. But this poverty will no longer have the
same severity. Above all, it will no longer have
the stamp of organic infirmity which it possesses in
our times. The definition of poor, so difficult from
the material, is easy from the moral standpoint.

Whoever desires things that are inaccessible